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The disappearance of sparrows
Snare Traps Threatening Tiger Population

The

Disappearance
of

Sparrows

The house Sparrow, by itself, a dusky brown little bird is quite easy to miss.
But these charmers are not shy loners. Quite the contrary, these tiny
gregarious birds make quite the ruckus fidgeting around with their mates.
House sparrows were one of the most common birds found not only in India,
but all over the world. Notice it is said that were, not are because as sad as it
is, their numbers have been declining over the years.
The globe celebrated World Sparrow Day on March 20 th this year to create
awareness about the decreasing number of house sparrows. The difference is
especially noticeable in urban areas for reasons that are not hard to guess.

Times of India have been closely following up on the issue for about a decade
now. In their articles titled “Urbanisation, pollution rings death knell for
sparrows” (Jan 17, 2008) and “Where have the sparrows gone?”(Mar 20,
2017), they examine the causes for the decline in the population of the
sparrows. Quoting from the former, “It is observed that changes in
agricultural practices such as the increased use of pesticides and herbicides
and the autumn sowing of cereals have led to decreases in food for this
species and resulting in a declining population”. In addition, loss of wetland
areas and their potential breeding sites also contribute to the decline.
In order to keep track of the sparrows, population counts have taken place
all over the world and are set to continue every year. The contribution does
not have to come from ornithologists alone. You can join in on the effort by
taking a few minutes to check out the Citizen Sparrow Project, a joint
initiative by the Bombay Natural History Society and Ministry of
Environment and Forests. All you have to do is jot down the details of the
sightings of the bird on their site www.citizensparrow.in.

House sparrows are too charming to be lost. The world goes a little bit
more silent with every sparrow lost. Let’s bring the chirps back!
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July 29 saw the celebration of Global Tiger Day by TRAFFIC, a global wildlife
trade monitoring network and WWF. They raised the issue of a widespread
snaring crisis which poses a threat to the tiger population in Asian forests.
“Of particular concern is the threat indiscriminate snares pose to the world’s
remaining wild tigers, which number in the region of 3,900,” say the agencies
in an article posted on TRAFFIC website.

Due to the growing market for illegal wildlife products across Asia, poachers
have taken to snare traps which are easily constructed using widely
available materials such as bicycle cable wires. Over 30,000 snares were
confiscated in Cambodia last year alone, it is likely that many more remain
undiscovered.
However, tigers aren’t the only species in danger of being caught in a snare
trap. “Snares are a commonly-used method of Tiger poaching in Asia’s
forests. They are especially dangerous because they kill at random — so all
manner of wildlife is at risk. It is imperative that Tiger range countries scale
up their enforcement efforts to curb this crisis,” says Richard Thomas,
TRAFFIC’s Global Communications
Co-ordinator. The number of snare traps is
estimated to have doubled from 2006 to 2014
within the tropical rainforest heritage of
Sumatra. Mr. Rohit Singh, wildlife law
enforcement expert at WWF says, “Removing
these silent traps is not enough. Rangers on the
ground must be supported by greater resources
and strong legislation to take action against
illegal poachers with snares
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Birds Club International (BCI) is a project initiated by the well-known
Film director Mr. Jayaraj under the umbrella of Jayaraj Foundation. The club
which came into being in 2010 was piloted in a few schools and colleges in Kerala.
It is now spreading its wings to a global scale.
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Activities
Units of BCI have been started in 40 schools and 40 colleges all over in 14 states of
Kerala since June 2017.
Activity of the month for July 2017: Discussion on “Dr. Salim Ali – the Bird man of India”.

Overwhelming responses were received from BCI units of schools and colleges.

Official launching of BCI unit in Thengamom UP School Adoor and S N College Kollam.
Saplings were planted in the fenced area by the founder Mr. Jayaraj along with staff and
students of the school.
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